
Public Notice – Environmental Project 
 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: 
 
The Department of Environmental Quality seeks public comment on the state’s response to the environmental 
aspects of a proposed project at various locations in Virginia’s designated coastal zone.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
 
November 18, 2011 to December 16, 2011 
 
TYPE OF RESPONSE: 
 
Federal Consistency Determination  
 
DEQ is reviewing a proposed federal action to determine if it is consistent with the Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management Program (VCP) established pursuant to the U.S. Coastal Zone Management Act.  The VCP 
seeks to protect the quality of air, water or other natural resources in Virginia’s coastal area.  
 
NAME OF AGENCY PROPOSING THE PROJECT: 
 
DHS/U.S. Coast Guard 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) proposes to revise the list of permanent safety zones at 33 CRF 165.506, 
established for fireworks displays at various locations within the geographic boundary of the Fifth Coast Guard 
District.  This action is necessary to protect the life and property of the maritime public from the hazards posed 
by fireworks displays.  Entry into or movement within these proposed zones during the enforcement periods is 
prohibited without approval of the appropriate Captain of the Port.  In Virginia, two new safety zones will be 
added to include the: Great Wicomico River at Mila; and Cockrell’s Creek at Reedville.  In addition, five existing 
safety zones will be modified in Virginia, including the: Upper Potomac River at Alexandria; Potomac River at 
Prince William County; Chesapeake Bay at Norfolk; and North Atlantic Ocean at Virginia Beach (2 locations).  
The USCG typically receives numerous applications in these areas for fireworks displays.  Previously a 
temporary safety zone was usually established on an emergency basis for each display.  This limited the 
opportunity for public comment.  Establishing permanent safety zones through notice and comment rulemaking 
provides the public the opportunity to comment on the zone locations, size and length of time the zones will be 
enforced.  The USCS has submitted a Federal Consistency Determination that finds the proposed action 
consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, with the enforceable policies of the Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management Program. 
 
HOW TO COMMENT: 
 
DEQ accepts comments from the public by e-mail, fax or postal mail.  All comments must include the name, 
address and telephone number of the person commenting and be received by DEQ within the comment period.  
The public may review the project documents at DEQ’s central office in Richmond.  
 
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
NAME;  John E. Fisher 

DEQ Central Office 
Office of Environmental Impact Review 
629 East Main Street, Room 633 
Richmond, Virginia, 23219; 

 
Phone:  (804) 698-4339 
Fax:  (804) 698-4319 
E-mail:  john.fisher@deq.virginia.gov 


